BIRTH   AND   BIRTHPLACE
mediaeval pageants, which were abolished at the Reformation, and the profit which they consequently brought to the townspeople, had no doubt a good deal to do with the establishment of the Godiva Procession, which was founded in the reign of Charles II. "In 1677," says an old local handbook, "the Procession at the Great Fair was first instituted, and it has descended to our time with no very material alteration. At that period a fefnale, intended to represent the benevolent Patroness of the City, was procured to ride in the cavalcade/' The fair and the procession have alike fallen on evil days since the above was written, and in spite of occasional fitful attempts to revive their glories, it is little likely that they will ever resume their old importance. On the 26th of November, 1773, at Trinity Church, the spire of which is one of the group of three which forms so conspicuous and characteristic a feature in the outline of Coventry, Sarah Kemble, the greatest 5